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        FROM WHERE I SIT—Rev. Mike Palermo 

By Invitation Only 

Over the past two years I have been inspired to write numerous articles dealing with life lived this side of heaven.  Our time 
together is quickly coming to a close and this will be my final article to share with you.  As I reflected on our time together and 
thought about what might I write about that would bring meaning to our congregation, I thought I would dedicate this final 
article to the idea of discipleship or perhaps more specifically, to the idea of building a discipling culture. 

We need look no further than to Jesus for guidance.  He discipled a group of people over the span of three years teaching 
them to DO and to BE like him in such a way that when they returned to the world, they forever changed the course of hu-
man history.   How was Jesus able to do that without overwhelming them?  Jesus created a discipling culture that balanced 
invitation and challenge.  This is wonderfully illustrated in Matthew 16:17-18: 

17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against it.” (NRSV Translation) 

In affirming Peter, Jesus is inviting him to draw closer.  Jesus even goes further.  We don’t see this in our English translation, 
but Jesus refers to himself as the “big rock” and refers to Peter as the “little rock” but, and this is important, Jesus in a way is 
inviting Peter to share in Jesus’ covenant identity as a partner with God.  Jesus is thereby drawing Peter into a deeper rela-
tionship with God. 

Yet, in just a few verses later, Peter will pull Jesus aside to be alone with him to tell Jesus that he should stop all this non-
sense talk about dying.  Jesus outright challenges Peter saying: 

“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things” (Matthew 16:23) 

Jesus issues a direct challenge to Peter that he is to keep his mind on heavenly things and not worldly things.  Jesus invites 
but he also challenges behaviors that are either wrong or unhealthy are to be changed.  Building a discipling culture is build-
ing a setting that balances invitation with challenge and that perhaps is the most meaningful way to share the love of Christ.  
I refer you to Mike Breen’s Building a Discipling Culture for fascinating insight in being a discipling church in a hurting world. 

May God Richly Bless You, 

Rev. Mike Palermo 



 

 

CENTENARY HONORS  
GRADUATE AUSTIN REEDY 

Austin Reedy a 2017 graduate of Bowling Green High School was recognized and honored during the Sunday, 
May 7th Worship Service.  Austin was presented a Bible and he and his family and friends were treated to a 
delicious lunch in our Fellowship Hall.  Austin, we are proud of your accomplishments.  We wish you the best 
in all of your future endeavors.  

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY THANKS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Centenary, for making Mother’s Day “Fill A Pew “Sunday a success and  a memorable event in the 
life of our church.  Thank you, Mike Mobley and Mike and Jake McCormick, for agreeing to usher and pass out 
the beautiful roses to our mothers.  Thank you, Brother Mike for a wonderful service.  You seemed to feed off 
the energy of our congregation.  Congratulations to Pew Captains Faith and Kip Bahm for winning the pew 
attendance prize with a total of 12 invitees out of the 145 present!!! 



  

 
JUNE EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contemporary Service Set for June 11th 
Christian singer and musician Stuart Varnado with his Praise Band will lead us in a music filled Contemporary 
Service on Sunday, June 11th at our morning worship service.  Please don’t miss the fun and music filled ser-
vice, with the music selection being themed with a brief devotional. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farewell Reception June 25th 

Immediately following the church service on Sunday, June 25th, there will be a Farewell Reception honoring 
Brother Mike and Julie Palermo for their service to Centenary.  This will be a covered dish luncheon, so you will 
not want to miss all this home cooking and your goodbyes to Brother Mike and Julie as we wish them well on 
their new charge. 

 

 

UMW (UNITED METHODIST WOMEN):   

We would like to thank Ginny Burris for all of her hard work and preparation in presenting our Bible Study in April 
and May to both the General UMW group and to the Vera Chester Circle.  It certainly was a blessing to all who 
attended and prompted some very interesting discussions.  We will be making our plans for the Birthday Party to 
be held at Heritage Manor during the month of July—date to be announced soon.  Please join us on Tuesday, 
June 6

th
 at noon (bring your brown bag lunch).  The program will be given by Cynthy McCormick and dessert 

provided by Mercer.  Hope to see you there!!  Mercer Brumfield, UMW President      

 

 

UMM (UNITED METHODIST MEN):   
The UMM will meet Sunday, June 4 at 7:00 a.m.  All the men are invited to a great breakfast and an good ole 
Gospel Music by Leonard Bouchard.  Jimmy Burris, UMM President 

 

 
GREEN LEAVES: .  

Good food and a good .time  were enjoyed by  Green Leaves members at their May luncheon which was held at 
Don Juan’s Restaurant.. The June meeting will be a Pot Luck Luncheon. Everyone should bring their favorite 
entrée, side dish or salad. BINGO will be played. If you are 50 and older, you are invited to join us.  No other 
requirements are necessary. Kathy Andre, Green Leaves Coordinator 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PEOPLE DESERVING SPECIAL THANKS 
Shelia Falterman, our long time Nursery worker is taking a three month leave of absence after many 
years of faithful service to Centenary.  Her husband is very ill and will need her full time attention when he is 
discharged from the hospital.  She hopes to return after three months. Shelia will be missed and we send 
our thanks, gratitude, love and prayers with her.   

 

Chip Burris, Trustee Chairman, and his brother, David deserve a big round of applause and much 
appreciation for the church’s new roof.. They did the inspection and  the reporting and handling with the in-
surance company.  They were  here when the roofers arrived and spent the first day making sure the roof-
ers knew what needed to be done. 

 

Ron Brumfield and Reaching New People Committee did an excellent job of “Filling the 
Pews” on Mother’s Day.  They lined up pew captains, got the word out to everyone, made sure ushers were 
available, etc.  This hard work paid off with 145 people in attendance.  They are continuing their work with 
conference calls with other churches  participating in the Reaching New People Campaign, writing notes 

and visitation.  Our thanks to all of you for what you have accomplished and what you are 
working toward in the near future.   
 

WELCOME TO CENTENARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our  newly painted cross and flame ((painted by the boy scouts) and our accidental wav-
ing hand palm topiary welcome you to Centenary. (photo by Mercer  Brumfield)) 

 



 

 

 2  Chris Thomas     24 Suellen Richardson Vise 

 4  Emily Burris Hester    25 Seth Schilling 

 11 Dan Johnson     26 Ronnie Bell 

 13 Faith Bahm      26 Marjorie Sisson 

 15 Wayne Fazekas     28 Bobby Draper 

 16 Will Adams Walker    29 Thomas Carter 

 17 Bonnie Pope      29 Virginia Killingsworth 

 19 Johnny Green 

 20 Deanna Brumfield Hardy 

 23 Jack Bickham 

 23 Lee McCain 

 23 Mike Palermo 

 24 Mary Beverly 

 24 John Dennison 

JUNE 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 Boy Scout’s 
Pancake 
Breakfast 7– 
9:30 a.m 
. 

3 

4 Men’s 
Breakfast 7 
Communion 
10:30, 9:30 
Sunday 
School 
PENTECOST 

5  Choir— 
5:30 

6 UMW—Noon 7 8 Vera Ches-
ter Circle 6:30 

9 10 

11  
10:30 Wor-
ship 
9:30 Sunday 
School 

12 Choir—
5:30 

13 14 15 Council 
6:00 
 

16 17 

18  10:30 
Worship 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
 

19 Choir—
5:30 

20 21 22 23 24 

25Fellowship 
Dinner and 
Reception 
for the Paler-
mos follow-
ing 10:30 
Worship 

26 Choir—
5:30 

27 Piecemakers 
9:30  

28 Green 
Leaves—
Noon 
 

29 30  

            Louisiana            Methodist             Conference 



Contact Us 

Mike Palermo, Pastor 

Bonnie Pope, Choir 

Director  & Pianist                 

Kathy Andre and Faith 

Bahm, Secretaries  

Julie Foret, Treasurer 

Lee Dudley, Custodi-

an                             

Shelia  Falterman, 

Nursery Worker 

Centenary United 

Methodist Church     

P. O. Box  306           

1015 Cleveland  St., 

Franklinton, LA 70438 

985-839-3808 

cumcfla@yahoo.com 

Centenary United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 306 

1015 Cleveland Street 

Franklinton, LA 70438 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Join us each Sunday at 10:30 Worship, 9:30 Sunday School 

ODDS and ENDS 
 

Centenary Tee Shirts:  There are extra tee shirts available and more 
can be ordered.  Please contact Mercer 515-7506 if you still have not 
gotten your CENTENARY TEE SHIRT. Also if you have not picked up 
an ordered one or have not paid for one you may have picked up, 
please pay the $10.00 directly to Mercer The Brumfields paid for 
them when they were ordered. 
 
PENTECOST SUNDAY:  June 4, 2017 this would be a good day to 
wear your Centenary Tees to worship!!!.  
 
FATHER’S DAY: June 18, 2017.  All fathers will be honored during 
our  regular worship service.  
 
Please take note: Centenary is no longer offering an 8:30 a.m. Ser-
vice. 
. 


