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      FROM WHERE I SIT—Rev. Brian Ridgedell   

It’s hard to believe a new year is upon us and 2018 at that.  I am still 
tempted to write 19 in the century when it comes to writing the year on 
a check.   So much has changed over my lifetime.  Personal comput-
ers, cell phones, and the internet have certainly impacted how we re-
ceive our information and how we communicate.   We have all kinds 
of information available to us 24/7 by typing a few keystrokes on our 
laptop or cell phone  The days of waiting by the mailbox awaiting 
news from a loved one via a personal letter are past.  I know there are 
times when I have checked Facebook and Instagram to see what is 
going on with my own children.   

It is so easy to know what is going on with others we care about that we can forget that know-
ing what is going on and being a part of what is going on are two different things.  That is cer-
tainly true in the church.  We have the ability to record and perhaps even video tape our 
weekly worship services but watching and listening to what went on is not the same as being 
here.  Knowing that Communion is being served is not the same as participating in Holy Com-
munion.  God did not merely send news that a savior would come to earth, God sent the living 
Jesus.  There is something about actual presence that makes a difference.  I hope as we go 
into 2018 that you will give your actual presence in worship with your fellow believers your 
highest priority.  Jesus said, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.”  I am not sure that works the same via Facebook. 

Blessings, 

Brian 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Cindy and I want to thank you for the Christmas cards, Christmas gifts, food, and the letters 
we have received during this season.  We thank you for the warm welcome we have received 
here in Franklinton this year. We thank you most of all for your encouraging words and faithful 
attendance in Worship.  We look forward to serving with you in 2018 and beyond. 



 

 

DECEMBER AT CENTENARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our youth transform into live nativity characters. 

The Live Nativity, December 2 

December 3 the Men’s Class celebrates perfect attendance. 

 
Snow blankets Centenary on December 15th 

 

Shepherd Bill and Mary . 



 

 

 

 

 

UMW (UNITED METHODIST WOMEN)   

UMW:  The January UMW meeting will be on Tuesday, January 9
th
.  As usual, bring a brown bag lunch.  Des-

sert will be provided.  We will talk about planning our UMW Sunday program, which will be on February 11
th
.   

Be thinking about what role you want to play in this special service!  We will also fill in our books with the host-

esses and leaders for the meetings this year.  Hope to see you on the 9
th
!  Mercer Brumfield, UMW President 

UMM (UNITED METHODIST MEN)   

UMM will begin the new year with  breakfast at 7:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 3, 2018.  

All the men of the church are invited to come for a great breakfast, prayer , program and 
fellowship.  Jimmy Burris, UMM President 

 

 

GREEN LEAVES 

A SOUP COOK-OFF is planned for January.  So if you are interested in entering, please con-
tact Kathy Andre, (504)-453-6984 or (985) 839 0213 by Friday, January 12th.  We will need 
at least 5 or more participants.  Judges will be from local restaurants and prizes will be award-
ed. Those not entering a soup should bring a salad or dessert.  The January 17th luncheon 
will also be a planning meeting for 2018 so come prepared with speaker and program sugges-
tions..  Kathy Andre, Green Leaves Coordinator 

 
Youth News 

Beginning January 3rd we are moving our Youth Group Meeting (UMYF) from 
Wednesday night to Sunday Evenings at 5:00.  Pastor Brian and Cindy will be leading 
discussions along with help from Kay McCain and Stacey Richardson. 
 We look forward to getting to know each other better and learn what it means  
to follow Jesus while having some fun and fellowship as well.  I hope each Youth  
member will attend and bring along a friend.  We plan to go out for pizza after our  
Jan. 3 meeting so each person should bring some cash to pay for their own food  

 

 
NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

2018 will kick off with a new study beginning January 3. 
WHEN GOD DOESN’T FIX IT 

By Laura Story 
 

Grammy Award-winning songwriter Story had a fairy-tale life---until her husband was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor. Can blessings arise from broken dreams? Tackling common myths about God and hardship, she exam-
ines what happens when life doesn't turn out as we expect---and offers assurance that although our situation 
may never get better, we can grow because of it. 
 

We’d love to have you join us for the study! 
If you can’t join us, perhaps you’d like to read her story in her book with the same title. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING REACHING NEW PEOPLE EVENTS 

Saturday, January 13th, Centenary has volunteered to man the concession stand at a Bas-
ketball Tournament at Bowling Green School.  The hours will be from 2:00 p.m. to approxi-
mately 5:00 p.m.   
 This is a follow-up to the Franklinton High School football game back in October, when we 
had eleven volunteers from our church.  The main purpose of both of these events is to free 
up parents and grandparents at each school so they can watch their own children play. 
 If you like to volunteer for January 13th, please call the church office 839-3808 or Ron 
Brumfield 839-4706 for more details.  (Please wear your Red Centenary T-shirt). 
 
5th Sunday Fellowship, January 28th, please join us for “Jeans & Beans” potluck Sun-
day Evening Dinner.  This will be a country Hoedown, casual attire with lots of FUN.  Stayed 
tuned for details. 
 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH, We will have a former minister of Centenary 
as our guest speaker, and will have a potluck lunch following morning worship. 

 
Make sure you have these dates marked on your calendar and so you can to be a part of all 
of these activities. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

HELP CENTER OF CHURCHES UPDATE 
 

 
Five people from Centenary UMC were present at the December meeting of the  Help Center of 
Churches.  Brian and Cindy came away with a better understanding of the ministry and its needs in 
which our church and community takes part.  The ministry has given out approximately 3500 boxes of 
food in 2017 serving families from Washington Parish.  Families are screened; once accepted, they are 
able to come twice a month for food supplies which are based on family size.   
 
 The ministry receives donations of money from churches, local businesses and community organiza-
tions, as well as individuals.  Food is donated and, when necessary, purchased; those who support with 
food are some of the local churches, Jack Brown's, Sav-A-Lot, and Second Harvest Food Bank.  It was 
quite interesting being a part of the unloading of food from Second Harvest to see the variety of foods 
received (frozen blueberries, Reese Pieces, turkeys, frozen hard-boiled peeled eggs, packs of vegeta-
bles in pouches, canned goods, sacks or potatoes, and more).  Yet, their needs for packing healthy, nu-
tritious boxes are not always met. 
 
At Centenary we have been donating Spaghetti Sauce monthly for a while.  However, on Monday we 
learned that a more pressing need is TUNAFISH or CANNED PASTA W/MEAT such as Ravioli, etc.  
I do not think they ever get enough canned  meat items to put into their boxes.  SO....for January we 
will be collecting cans of TUNA FISH for the Help Center.  There is a wagon in the hallway outside 
the church offices waiting to be filled up! 
 
Other needs you may be able to help with are as follows: 
 
Sav-A-Lot PickUp:  Every Monday and Friday before noon.  This would be less than an hour of time 
and a car trunk would hold the donation. 
 
Mid- month Second Harvest Pick-up from New Orleans:  This would be approx. a 6 hour commitment. 
Sharing the responsibility of this pick-up throughout the year would be helpful!  Would need a truck 
that could haul a large trailer. 
 
Unloading Assistance: Second Harvest delivers food one time per month at 7:00 a.m. on a Monday 
morning.  If interested, call the Center to have your name put on an email list alerting people of the day 
of delivery.  Or email Karen at out2010back@yahoo.com and ask to be put on the list. 
 
Weekly Needs:   
Counselors (interviewers)  meet new clients each Tuesday morning.  Schedule 1-2 times/month.. 
Box Movers meet each Tuesday at noon to move boxes from the Center to the Distribution Point. 
Distribution Point Workers meet each Tuesday afternoon to help lift the 30lb. boxes into cars. 
 
If you want to get involved, please call (985) 839-2541 or speak to one of Centenary's people who are 
involved:  Barbara and Clay Carter, Rev. Percy and Lenora Frazier, David Burris and Jane McWilliams 
- they'd be glad to speak with you about the Center. 



 

 

JANUARY 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

5:30 Cub 

Scouts 

3Choir 5:30 

6:30 Bible 
Study 

 

4 5 6 

7Communion 8:30,,10:30 

Sunday School, 9:30 

Baptism at 10:30 

5:00 Youth 

8 9UMW Noon 

5:30 Cub 

Scouts 

10 Choir, 
5:30  Bible  
Study, 6:30 

11Vera 

Chester Cir-

cle, 6:30 

12 13Reaching 

New People, 

2:00 

14 9:30 Sunday 
School 

10:30 Worship 

5:00 Youth 

15 16 

5:30 Cub 

Scouts 

17Green 
Leaves, 
12:00, Choir, 
5:30, Bible 
Study,6:30 

18 Church 

Council,6:00 

19 20 

21 9:30 Sunday 
School 

10:30 Worship, Guest 
Preacher 

22 23 Piece-

makers, 9:30 

5:30 Cub 

Scouts 

24 Choir, 
5:30, Bible 
Study, 6:30 

25 26 27 

28 9:30 Sunday 
School,10:30 Worship 

Jeans & Beans 5th 
Sunday, Evening 

5:00 Youth 

29 30 

5;30 Cub 

Scouts 

31Choir, 
5:30, Bible 
Study, 6:30 

   

3 Patri Gast 

6 Laurie Burris, 

6 Jessica Walker  

6 Sandi Miller 

7 Ed Logan 

9 Russell Simmons 

10 Beth Bickham 

10 Robert Reed Smith 

15 Kay McCain  

15 Genevieve Brannan 

17 Ben Bickham 

17 Kevin Burdeaux 

18 Elizabeth Ard 

19 Gavin Brumfield 

20 Joyce Brown 

21 Clyde Oyler 

23 Renee Carpenter Burris 

24 Kaitlyn “Katie” Burris 

27 JoJan Moore Miller 

28 Neale Brumfield 



Contact Us 

Brian Ridgedell, Pas-
tor  

Bonnie Pope, Choir 
Director   

Kathy Andre and Faith 
Bahm, Secretaries   

Julie Foret, Treasurer  

Lee Dudley, Cus-
todain 

 Nursery Worker Beth 
Reedyt 

 
 
 

Centenary United 
Methodist Church     
P. O. Box  306           
1015 Cleveland  St., 
Franklinton, LA 70438 
985-839-3808  

cumcfranklinton.org 

pastor@      “       “ 

office@...     ”      “ 

Faith @...     ”       “ 

Kathy@...     ”       “ 

Centenary United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 306 

1015 Cleveland Street 

Franklinton, LA 70438 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Join us each Sunday at 10:30 Worship, 9:30 Sunday School 

Our Book Club has gotten off to a great start with lively 

discussions of our first two books.  If you enjoy reading, 

why don't you join us in reading our first three selections 

for 2018.  We meet the 2nd Monday of each month for 

about one hour.  Discussion starts at 11:00 a.m. in the 

church library.   

 
JANUARY 8  (fiction) 

The Hideaway 
by Lauren K. Denton 

A southern tale based in New Orleans and Sweet Bay, Alabama 
 

FEBRUARY 12  (nonfiction) 
When Breath Becomes Air 

by Paul Kalanithi 
A reflection of life and death by a Stanford neurosurgeon who finds himself the patient 

 
MARCH 12  (nonfiction) 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
by Rebecca Skloot 

This book touches on bio-ethics, poverty, racial politics and the multimillion-dollar medical 
industry 

 
 

 

 


