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       A Note From the Pastor—Rev. Brian 

Ridgedell   

HAPPY EASTER!  Spring seems to have sprung and we are in the 

process of sprucing up a little here at the church as well as at the par-

sonage.  Perhaps you are doing the same thing around your house.  

Maybe you are planting some spring flowers or even a garden and 

waiting for things to bloom and green up.   I am reminded of the words to one of our favorite 

UMYF songs, Pass It On.   

What a wondrous time is spring 

When all the trees are budding 

The birds begin to sing 

The flowers start their blooming 

That's how it is with God's love 

Once you've experienced it 

You want to sing it's fresh like spring 

You want to pass it on! 

 
Indeed, spring is a reminder of new life.  Jesus’ resurrection is not the end of the story, but 

rather the beginning of the story of our salvation.  2 Corinthians 5:17 tells us, “So if anyone is 

in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has be-

come new!” (NRSV).  Spring reminds us that new life is not only a possibility, but it is a cer-

tainty if we are followers of Jesus.  God’s love is fresh not just every spring, but every day.  

So spring has sprung, Jesus is alive, the new has come – pass it on!  

Blessings, 

Brian 



 

 

Adult Bible Study 
On April 18

th
 we will begin a new Wednesday Night study concerning our response and atti-

tude toward the LGBT community.  I know this is an uncomfortable subject for many and I 
am among those that it is uncomfortable subject for..  Yet our culture is changing and I feel it 
is important that we as Christ followers understand how we should best respond to our 

changing culture concerning gay, lesbian, 
transgender and other individuals as well as gay 
marriage and other pertinent sexual topics.  We 
will be taking a look at Caleb Kaltenbach’s book, 
Messy Grace, for the first four weeks of the study.  
Caleb Kaltenbach was raised by LGBT parents, 
marched in gay pride parades as a youngster, and 
experienced first hand the hatred and bitterness of 
some Christians toward his family.  But then Caleb 
surprised everyone, including himself, by becom-
ing a Christian…and a pastor.  Very few issues in 

Christianity are as divisive as the acceptance of the LGBT community in the church. As a 
pastor and as a person with beloved family members living a gay lifestyle, Caleb had to face 
this issue with courage and grace.   Messy Grace shows us that Jesus’s command to “love 
your neighbor as yourself” doesn’t have an exception clause for a gay “neighbor”—or for that 
matter, any other “neighbor” we might find it hard to relate to. Jesus was able to love these 
people and yet still hold on to his beliefs. So can you. Even when it’s messy.   On the last 
night of the study (May 16) we will have an open discussion on where we as the United 
Methodist denomination are with the issue of sexual identity, authority of Scripture, and relat-
ed topics that threaten to bring about schism in the United Methodist Church.  

UMW News 

We hosted our annual Birthday Celebration at 
Good Samaritan Living Center on Friday, March 
16

th
.  As usual, the residents and all of the UMW 

ladies had a great time!  Thank you to all of the 
members who provided the cakes and ice 

cream—we brought smiles to lots of faces!!!  Including our own Joyce Brown.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our April UMW meeting will be held on the 2
nd

 Tuesday in April---April 10
th
.  We will host 

some of the members of the Winan UMW.  This will be a great opportunity to share a meal 
and some fun and fellowship.  Instead of our usual brown bag lunch, we will provide food for 
our guests and ourselves.  We hope you can join us at noon.   Please contact me so we can 
get a “head count” for food.   Mercer Brumfield, UMW President 



Youth News 
We have enjoyed our time with the Youth over the last month or so.  In 
addition to some good food and fun games, we have also discussed a 
number of topics concerning the importance of Bible Study, Holy Com-
munion, Baptism and other topics from God’s word.  I want to encour-
age the Youth 6

th
 thru 12

th))
 grade to be a part and to bring a friend.  A 

special thank you to the parents for the meals as well as the clean-up 
of the pews in the Sanctuary.  Brian & Cindy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMM (UNITED METHODIST MEN)   
There will not be a Men’s Breakfast this Sunday, April 1st, 
because it is Easter Sunday.  Instead there will be an early 
service at 8:00 a.m. and then the Men of the Church will pro-
vide breakfast for everyone at 9:15 a.m.  Master Chef Bobby 
Draper promises that there will be plenty for everyone so 
come on out and invite someone to join you.  Regular service 
will follow at 10:30 a.m. 

. Jimmy Burris, UMM President 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY FELLOW-
SHIP  

 Potluck Dinner & Praise Band 
For our 5th Sunday Fellowship (which actually 
falls on the 4th Sunday, April 22nd), we will 
have as our guests and entertainment 
“Sunday Drive”, a youth praise band from Amite First United Methodist 
Church.  This will be a potluck dinner in the fellowship hall starting at 
6:00 PM with the music by Sunday Drive immediately following.  Please 

invite your friends, especially our youth!! 

 Our church-wide Annual Ed and Peggy Lyles Easter Egg Hunt will be  held this year on Saturday, 
March 31st at the home of Mike and Cynthy McCormick, 43412 Hokie Hill. Pictures of this event will 

be in the May issue.   

Missions News 
Beginning after Easter we will be collecting slightly used books to give to the Wash-

ington Parish Sheriff’s Office for use by the inmates at the Parish Jail.  This was the 

area that officials at the jail would be most helpful to the inmates at this time.  So if 

you will bring books you would be willing to donate to the church anywhere from 

April 8th to April 23rd and put them in the box in the Fellowship Hall we will get them to the jail.    

 

GREEN LEAVES 
APRIL FISH FRY , Saturday, April 14, 11:30 a.m..  The Green Leaves 
group will travel to the home of Brenda Quinn for a Fish Fry hosted by Bren-
da Quinn and  Ginny Burris. The Fisher and Mt. Hermon Churches will join 
us.  This is an annual event and is always well attended.  If you are 50+, 
please join us for a delicious meal ,a time of fellowship and just enjoy your-
self in the great outdoors of  Brenda’s  beautiful landscaped yard. Kathy 
Andre 

 
 

NEEDED—REFRIGERATOR & GAS STOVE 
Lee Dudley, our Church Janitor, is looking for a used refrigerator and a gas stove.  If you can 
help him find these items to purchase, please call the Church Office, 839-3808.   

 



 

 

CUMC BOOK CLUB NOTES 
April 9th@ 11:00 – OUT OF THE EASY by R. Sepetys (fiction) 

 

Sprucing Up! 
The Administrative Council acted on a couple of items to help us with what we do here at the 
Church.  The first item is a food warmer for the kitchen.  This will allow dishes brought to the church 
for church dinners, funerals, etc. to stay warm until served.  Chip Burris was able to procure a com-
mercial warmer at auction and is making sure the warmer is in good working order.  The second item 
approved is a new sign to replace the existing sign in front of the church.  The new sign will utilize the 
existing base of the current sign and will be more aesthetically pleasing and will allow us to better ad-
vertise to the community what is happening at our church.  While we are using gifts given in memori-
als to defray part of the expense of the sign, we still have a financial shortfall to complete these 
items.  If you would be willing to give to either of these projects (in memory or just as a gift) it would be 
greatly appreciated. 

THANK YOU 
Our thanks are extended to Chip and Brenda Burris and David Burris for making the new food warmer 

a reality. To Chip and Brenda for traveling to Philadelphia, MS to the auction to pur-
chase the warmer and to  David Burris who traveled back with Chip to bring it to its 
new home in the church kitchen.  Please notice the new warmer as well as the new 
mirror over the sink, the new drink dispensers and basket and silver ware dispensers 
these items were donated by Brenda Burris.  When you see Chip, Brenda and David, 
give them your personal thanks. 

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Our children met on Sunday, March 18th.  Due to rainy weather an indoor egg hunt was held.  After 
finding eggs the children made resurrection rolls. Jamie Matise   

 

 
 



 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1EASTER 
8:00  Worship 
9:15 Breakfast 
10:30 Worship 

2 3UMW Noon 

 
 
Cub Scouts 5:30 

4 

Choir 5:30 
 

5 6 7 

89:30 Sunday 
School, 10:30 
Worship 

9 10 

 
 
Cub Scouts 5:30 

11 

Choir 5:30 
Youth 5:30 

12Vera Chester 
Circle 6:30  

13Cub Scout set 
up 4:30 p.m. 

14Green Leaves 
Fish Fry –Quinn 
Home 11:30 
Cub Scout Lunch 
sale 7—1 

159:30 Sunday 
School, 10:30 
Worship, Children, 
3:00 

16 17 

 
 
Cub Scouts 5:30 

18 

Choir 5:30 
Youth 5:30 
Bible Study 6:30 

19 

Council Meeting  
6:00 

20 21 

229:30 Sunday 
School 10:30 Wor-
ship 
Praise Band and 
Fellowship Dinner 
6:00 

23 24 

 
 
Cub Scouts 5:30 

25NEWSLETT
ER DEADLINE 
Choir 5:30 
Youth 5:30 
Bible Study 6:30 

26 27 28 

29 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 

30      

APRIL 2018 

3   Jenny Brocato Seawell 

4   Sara Carpenter Luper 

5   Sara Henley Bounds 

5   Macaulay Knight Whittaker 

7   Jeffrey Dunnington 

12  Sherman Thomas 

15  Manning Rice 

15  Cindy Ridgedell 

20  Owen James 

22  Justin Danierl 

22  Alex Brock 

23  Andrew James 

23  Jackie Johnson 

26  Cissy Draper 

26  Cora Westmoreland 

27  Stephanie Thomas 

30  Cathy Tiner 



Contact Us 

Brian Ridgedell, Pas-
tor  

Bonnie Pope, Choir 
Director   

Kathy Andre and Faith 
Bahm, Secretaries   

Julie Foret, Treasurer  

Lee Dudley, Custodi-
an 

 Nursery Worker Beth 
Reedy 
 
 

Centenary United 
Methodist Church     
P. O. Box  306           
1015 Cleveland  St., 
Franklinton, LA 70438 
985-839-3808  

cumcfranklinton.org 

pastor@      “       “ 

office@...     ”      “ 

Faith @...     ”       “ 

Kathy@...     ”       “ 

Centenary United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 306 

1015 Cleveland Street 

Franklinton, LA 70438 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Join us each Sunday at 10:30 Worship, 9:30 Sunday School  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The permanent established deadline for the Newsletter will be the 
25th day of each month.  Please add this to your personal calen-
dars.  An email will still be sent to remind.  You don’t have to wait until the 
25th, if you have info  or pictures that you would like published, please 
get them into the office at any time.  Thanks, Kathy 


