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        Note From the Pastor—Rev. Brian 

Ridgedell   

As I reported at church, Cindy and I had a very nice time away on our vaca-

tion to New Mexico and west Texas.  We did take a lot of photos, but they 

are mostly of rocks because that is what we saw the most.  So if you are 

interested in pictures of rocks, let us know.  We did go into Fort Davis and 

visited a couple of former homesteads and ranches within Big Bend National Park.  Being one who 

enjoys history, it impressed me what those early settlers and soldiers endured in order to fulfill their 

dreams and mission.  West Texas is hot, dry, dusty, and dangerous.  But the people endured and 

stuck with their dreams and the whole region is better because of what they did.   

I am reminded what the saints of the church endured in order to complete their mission.   Persecution, 

mistreatment, ostracism, and many hardships marked the early church.  Even much later, as our own 

denomination and local church was being established, I am sure the sacrifices to build facilities and 

complete the mission were many.  We enjoy good facilities that are debt-free and a good name in our 

community because of their sacrifices.  But I wonder, how are we sacrificing today?  What are we do-

ing to ensure our local church not only survives but thrives?  How are we as members of Centenary 

UMC taking up our cross daily to follow Jesus?   

I think that our moral compass in America is wavering because the church in America is losing more 

and more influence.  But I also wonder if a lack of sacrifice and dedication from the people in our 

churches has not impacted our church influence.  While we received much from our predecessors I 

wonder if we are giving much to our successors?  Do our families and communities see commitment 

and sacrifice in us?  Commitment to love one another, to correct injustice, to help others, to make Je-

sus and his work our number one priority.   The Message paraphrases Hebrews 12:1 like this, “Do you 

see what this means—all these pioneers who blazed the way, all these veterans cheering us on? It 

means we’d better get on with it. Strip down, start running—and never quit! No extra spiritual fat, no 

parasitic sins.”   That’s good advice.  And a better thing to take away from my vacation than pictures of 

rocks. 

Blessings, 

Brian 



 

 

 

United Methodist Women’s News 
 

We were joined at our April UMW meeting by four mem-
bers from the Winan UMW.  It was a great opportunity of 
sharing a meal, some ideas from each other’s activities 
and fun and fellowship. We look forward to getting to-
gether in the future to continue sharing in our focus on 
community and mission work.  Our meeting for May will 
be held on May 1st at noon with our regular brown bag 

lunches and our dessert provided by Debbie Burris.  Carol Egan will give our program.  Hope to see 
all of you there.  Mercer Brumfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
Our speaker for the May 6th Men’s Club Breakfast will be John Wyble, Regional Coordinator for 
the Braveheart Group.  This group, of which our own Ron Brumfield is a Board Member, provides 
Backpacks filled with “Comfort” items for children and youth who are roused from their homes (often in 
the middle of the night) when their parents are taken into custody for crimes, neglect, or other infrac-
tions.  Mark your calendar for May 6th at 7:00 a.m. and come enjoy a delicious breakfast and learn 
about this great group. 
 Thank your for your support of the Easter Church Wide Breakfast sponsored by the 
United Methodist Men and for those who assisted in making it possible.  Hats off to Bobby and Sissy 
Draper for preparing the Great meal, to Ron Brumfield and Mike McCormick for helping to get every-
thing set up, to Kathy Andre for the Table Decorations, and to Clyde Bickham for his supervision.  We 
promise to do it again and will make sure that we don’t run out of biscuits. 
 Our men have received an invitation from the Men of St. Timothy United Methodist Church of 
Mandeville to attend their Men’s Dinner on May 24th at 6:30 p.m.  This year the speaker is Shawn 
Hart, a former Missionary to some of the unreached parts of Africa and to the Muslim people in South 
Sudan.  Title of his message is “the Cost Of Courage”.  This is a rare opportunity to hear what it is re-
ally like on the front lines of the battle for people’s souls.  Former Franklinton residents who are mem-
bers of this group are Bob Burris and Ronnie Thomas. 

 
 
 

MESSY GRACE BIBLE STUDY 

We will complete our Messy Grace Study in May.  Our final discussion on May 16th will be concerning 
where we as the United Methodist Denomination are with the issue of LGBT currently and what the 
future may hold.  Even if you have not attended any of the other session, please feel free to come and 
join in the discussion this important topic. 
 
 
 
 

New Church Sign 
We are excited about the new church sign that has been ordered and hopefully will be installed in 
May.  Our hope is that we can better get out the good news about what is happening at Centenary 
UMC.  A big thank you to the donors who have contributed to make the sign a reality.  If you would 
like to contribute, please mark your contribution for the “sign fund”. 
 



 

 

 

 

Youth News 

As school winds down so we are winding down our regular Youth 

meetings.  We are currently discussing creation and how we some-

times can be confused by what many perceive to be a disconnect 

between the Bible and science.  But really they are answering differ-

ent questions about creation.  Science attempts to answer how and 

when while the Bible answers who and why.  We hope to plan sever-

al youth outings during the summer.  Stay tuned for more details. 

 

 

 
UMC Book Club 

If you like to read and hear other people’s views on the books you read, UMC Book Club might inter-

est you. It meets on the second Monday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Library.  The 

books for the summer months are as follows: 

MAY’S BOOK—May 14th 

Kisses from Katie:  A Story of Relentless Love and Redemption 

by Katie Davis Majors 

 

JUNE’S BOOK—June 11th 

Rebecca 

By Daphne DuMaurier 

 

JULY’S BOOK– July 9th 

The Beekeeper’s Apprentice or, On the Segregation of the Queen  

By Laurie King 

 

AUGUST’S BOOK—August 13th 

A House in the Sky: A Memoir Paperback 
By Amanda Lindhout and Sara Corbett 

 

 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED TO HEAD ANNUAL 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Huey Beverly has headed our Blood Drive for over 20 years and feels now is the time for him to hand 
the reins over to someone else.  If you feel you are being called to fill this position, please call the 
church office, 839-3808.  The Blood Drive is held annually in August. 

 

 

 

Youth attend inspirational movie—” I 

Can Only Imagine” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Annual “Fill a Pew Sunday” will be held this year on May 20th.  Our plan 
again will be to assign 30 families and individuals one pew each, which will be 
numbered Left (L-1 to L-15) for pews to the left as you enter the sanctuary, or 
Right (R-1 to R-15) for those to the right.  Pews will have the assignee’s name 
on it. 

 The names of the Pew Captains with their assigned Pews will soon be posted 
on the church Bulletin Board and by church-wide e-mail.  Last year’s event pro-
duced our highest attendance for 2017!  Let’s do our best to set a new record.  

 If you were unable to attend our Dinner and Praise Band Event on Sun-
day, April 22 you missed good food and Sunday Drive (The Praise Band from 
Amite United Methodist Church ).  This group of young people did a wonderful 
job  of leading us in worship through music.  Our thanks and appreciation to this 
group..    Ron Brumfield 

 
 

G R E E N  L E A V E S  
Our May 23 meeting will be a covered dish luncheon.  Please bring your favorite cas-

serole, salad or dessert to share.  Dick Richardson has arranged with  Moore Jenkins Insurance to 
have one of their agents present to address the group on Health Insurance for Seniors.  Plan to come 
and enjoy good food, fellowship and learn what health insurance opportunities may be available to 
you.  

 
 
 

SUCCESSFUL BOOK DRIVE FOR INMATES 
The book drive for inmates of the Washington Parish Correctional Facility was a big success.  Over 
200 books were delivered to the facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a church work day scheduled for Saturday, May 19th at 9:00 am.  There  is a little sprucing 
up we need to do to maintain our wonderful facilities.  We will have the needed supplies, but we need 
the labor to make it happen.  Come join with your fellow church members and enjoy the fellowship as 
we work together to improve our building and grounds.  This is an equal opportunity - male/female, 
young/old, hair/no hair, and whatever else you can think of!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Our children met on Sunday, April 15th for games, crafts and story time.  . Jamie Matise   

 



 

 

6   Mattie Lee McCormick 

7   Grayson Bell 

8   Bill Bell 

9   Jesse Burris 

10 Russell Richardson 

10  Robert Thomas 

11  Whitney Bahm 

12  Edith Lorraine Gatewood 

15  Barbara Travis Carter 

15  Mike Todd 

20  Mary Jo Poole 

20  Zack Bell 

22  Lelan Henley 

23  Drema Sabiston 

25  Brent Bickham 

29  Lillie Grace & Fletcher James DeCuir 

30  Laura Logan 

31  Katherine “Katie” Burris Johnston 

M A Y 
 

Month Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Apr 

2018 

29 
Last Sunday for Book 

Collection 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 

30 
  

1 
12p UMW 
5:30p Cub Scout Meet-

ing 

2 
5:30p Choir Practice 
5:30p Youth Meeting 
(UMYF) 
6:30p WNS Adults 

3 
  

4 
  

5 
  

May 

2018 

6 
Communion Sunday 
7a Men's Breakfast 
8:30a Early Worship 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 

7 
  

8 
10a Good Samaritan 
Worship 
5:30p Cub Scout Meet-
ing 

9 
5:30p Choir Practice 
5:30p Youth Meeting 
(UMYF) 
6:30p WNS Adults 

10 
6:30p Vera Chester 
Circle 

11 
  

12 
  

13 
Mother's Day 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 

14 
11a Book Club 

15 
5:30p Cub Scout Meet-
ing 

16 
5:30p Choir Practice 
5:30p Youth Meeting 
(UMYF) 
6:30p WNS Adults 

17 
6p Church Council 
Meeting 

18 
  

19 
  

20 
Fill the Pew Sunday 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
3p Children's Meeting 

21 
  

22 
9:30a Piecemakers 
Quilting Group 
10a Good Samaritan 
Worship 
5:30p Cub Scout Meet-
ing 

23 
12p Green Leaves 
5:30p Choir Practice 
5:30p Youth Meeting 
(UMYF) 
6:30p WNS Adults 

24 
  

25 
  

26 
  

27 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 

28 
  

29 
5:30p Cub Scout Meet-
ing 

30 
5:30p Choir Practice 
6:30p WNS Adults 

31 
  

1 
  

2 
  

Jun 

2018 

3 
Communion Sunday 
7a Men's Breakfast 
8:30a Early Worship 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 

4 
  

5 
10a Good Samaritan 
Worship 
12p UMW 
5:30p Cub Scout Meet-
ing 

6 
5:30p Choir Practice 
6:30p WNS Adults 

7 
  

8 
  

9 
  



Contact Us 

Brian Ridgedell, Pas-
tor  

Bonnie Pope, Choir 
Director   

Kathy Andre and Faith 
Bahm, Secretaries   

Julie Foret, Treasurer  

Lee Dudley, Custodi-
an 

 Nursery Worker Beth 
Reedy 
 
 

Centenary United 
Methodist Church     
P. O. Box  306           
1015 Cleveland  St., 
Franklinton, LA 70438 
985-839-3808  

cumcfranklinton.org 

pastor@      “       “ 

office@...     ”      “ 

Faith @...     ”       “ 

Kathy@...     ”       “ 

Centenary United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 306 

1015 Cleveland Street 

Franklinton, LA 70438 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Join us each Sunday at 10:30 Worship, 9:30 Sunday School  

 
WEDDING BELLS RANG IN MARCH 

 
 

Pastor Brian united Annette 

Broadway and Lance Stockstill in 

marriage, March 20, 2018 


