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       A Note From the PastorðRev. Brian 

Ridgedell   

I must admit it has been awhile since I was present in my home 
church and not preaching.  The last time I can remember was when I 
was an Associate in the North Georgia Conference four years ago 
and now it has happened twice in the last month.   
 

While I appreciate the opportunity to have a ñday offò, it also seems harder to ñget back in 
rhythmò of what I normally do the next week.  And I wonder if those who arenôt preachers 
donôt encounter the same thing.  That when one is absent from church for a couple of weeks 
it kind of gets you out of rhythm and you miss the fellowship with both God and others.  This 
may sound a little harsh, but I kind of hope that is the case.  
 
 Scripture encourages us to come be a part of our Worship services.    Hebrews 10:24ï25 
says, ñLet us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us 
not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially 
now that the day of his return is drawing near.ò (NLT).   
 
I know there are so many other activities competing for our time and attention.  Many of these 
are good activities.  I have learned this week that more and more of our schools are schedul-
ing events on Sundays   and of course many family activities seem to require us to be away 
on Sundays as well.  But worship is where we come together to remember Godôs goodness 
and who we are in Christ.  When we neglect regular worship with believers, it becomes easier 
and easier to forget who we are and whose we are.  So I want to encourage you to ñnot ne-
glect meeting togetherò but to commit to encouraging one another by coming together in Wor-
ship each week.  I want to encourage you to give your time for worshipping God, the priority 
that God deserves! 
 

Blessings,  
Brian  

 
 
  



 

 

 

 
Early Response Team Training 

 
The Louisiana Conference is constantly in need of certified ERT responders.  Early Re-
sponse Teams (ERT's) fill a specific need in the early days after a disaster to clean out flood-
damaged homes, remove debris, place tarps on homes, and otherwise help to prevent fur-
ther damage while providing a caring Christian presence. 

Saturday, April 28th in Baton Rouge at Broadmoor of Baton Rouge UMC 

¶Basic Class (8:30am - 5pm) 
¶Advanced Class (8:30am - 1pm) 

The District Christian Leadership will be held Satur-
day, March 10, 2018, at St. Timothy United Methodist Church, 335 Asbury Drive, Mandeville, Loui-
siana 70471.  The cost of the training is a nonrefundable $15.00 for adults and free for youth under the 
age of 18. The $15.00 fee includes materials and/or Guidelines Booklets from Cokesbury, early cof-
fee, continental breakfast, and lunch.  Youth will be facilitated during the day by the District Youth 
Director, Dr. Nancy Hopkins and her associate.  Rev. Jan Curwick, our District Superintendent, will 
inform/ train the finance committee and the Pastor/Staff Relationship Committee on documents to be 
submitted to the district office.  There will be breakout sessions on Evangelism, Stewardship, Safe 
Sanctuary and Medical Emergency, Worship, Cursillo, Stewardship of Children, and Church 
School.  If you are interested in attending, please contact the church office. 

DID YOU KNOW??? 
GRACE CAMP 

God's Really Awesome Camping Experience 
 
This camp provides a week of Christian camping for children of prisoners. The aim is to expand their 
world in a special, fulfilling week.  The purpose of these camps is to demonstrate unconditional 
love to campers who may never have been offered or never have accepted this kind of love from 
their families or friends. The week involves group activities, music, crafts, sports, nature, swimming, 
candlelight sharing and worship with a focus on teamwork and cooperation in a fun setting.   
 
GRACE Camp was started by Methodist ministers in 1999.  There are 4 camps offered throughout 
the summer with two of them being within 1.5 hours from Franklinton. You can support through being 
staff for one week (no age limits for adults!), praying, paying for a child to go, providing items, etc.  
More information can be found by going to www.gracecamp.net or by speaking with me.   
 
Youth!  If you are 16 or 17 years old and have an interest in a week away (free!) that will include 
working with children 9-12 years old for a week assisting with sports, games, crafts, swimming, etc., 
please let me know.  Your week would be July 28-August 3.  Come join me! 
  
I am putting in an application today; if you feel a tug on your heart, please let me know! 

Cindy Ridgedell 

https://maps.google.com/?q=335+Asbury+Drive,+Mandeville,+Louisiana+70471&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=335+Asbury+Drive,+Mandeville,+Louisiana+70471&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.gracecamp.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW News Update 

Thank you so much to all of the ladies and youth who took part in our UMW Sunday---it was a great 

success!  I especially want to thank Amelia Norwood, Ella Kathryn Oyler and Megan Travis for work-

ing with Mrs. Bonnie and singing an awesome anthem for us and also Kirsten Allen, Alllie McCain, 

Meg Norwood and Olivia Richardson, for being our offering stewards.  Laurie Bell brought us a won-

derful message entitled ñMission Impossibly Possibleò, which really emphasized the important role 

women have had in our church for many, many years.  I appreciate those ladies who had to ñjump inò 

at the last minute because of a few members who could not be at church that day.  But isnôt that what 

family does?  I feel so very blessed to be a part of our church and the UMW---friends and family who 

support each other in the good times and the bad times.  Christians who are ñsermons to seeò.  God 

bless all of you. 

Our regular UMW meeting will be at noon on Tuesday, March 6th ---brown bag lunch and dessert pro-

vided by Kathy Andre.  We will host our annual Birthday Celebration at Good Samaritan Living Center 

on Friday, March 16th  at 1:30 PM.  Please join us for both of these events!  Mercer 


